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In the beginning it 
looked like “Mission Im-
possible” but three women 
had the courage to try.  It 
was January of 2001 and 
there had been repeated 
press reports about human 
rights abuses of Palestinians 
attempting to cross military 
and police checkpoints on 
the West Bank, along the 
seam-line between Israel 
and Palestine.  That abuses 
took place was consistently 
denied; it seemed to the 
three  women that the 
world’s attention needed to 
be directed toward those 
checkpoints, and that 
maybe - - just maybe - - 
their quiet presence, their 
eyes and ears, their reports online could focus international attention and pressure. 

Now, seven years later, four hundred volunteer monitors appear daily at more than forty 
manned checkpoints inside the West Bank, a part of Machsom Watch (machsom means 
“checkpoint”), and their “meticulously detailed reports of checkpoint abuses, published daily 
on its website, have become required reading for both the media and the Israel Defense 
Forces (IDF).”  The three women who started it all are veteran peace activists: Yehudit 
Keshet, an Orthodox Jew; Ronnee Jaeger, Canadian-Israeli, long-time activist experienced in 
human rights work in Guatemala and Mexico; and Adi Kuntsman, a feminist scholar who 
emigrated from the former Soviet Union in 1990.  They gathered a group of ten more women 
who agreed to go monitor the checkpoint between Jerusalem and Bethlehem.  Says Keshet, 
“We were frightened.  At that point, for Israelis to challenge the IDF was a big deal . . . This 
soldier said, ‘What are you doing here?’”  Jaeger whispered to the others to remain silent; 
Keshet noticed the sun rising over Har Homa (a settlement) and said, “We’re here to watch 
the sunrise.”  The soldier said, “Sunrise?  Okay, stand here, but don’t move, it’s dangerous.”  

(Continued on page 3) 
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Reflections 
Adria Scharf, Executive Director 

 
What could the cost of one day of war in Iraq pay for in Virginia? Every 
day  the occupation of Iraq costs the United States $720 million. Virginia 
taxpayers' portion amounts to $19 million per day. This is what we could 
pay for in Virginia if we shifted just one day's worth of war spending to 
meet human needs in the state: 
 
· 16,096 homes with renewable electricity or 
· 5,406 people with health care or 
· 2,702 Head Start places for children or 
· 2,646 scholarships for university students or 
· 295 elementary school teachers or 
· 127 affordable housing units or 
· 1 new elementary school. 
 
For more information on the costs of war to the Commonwealth, see the 
Eyes Wide Open-Virginia handouts on our website, www.rpec.org. 

RPEC Having an Impact 
 
     "John B. Cary was very appreciative and fortunate to be the recipient  
of the recent training that took place with our third, fourth and fifth grade  
students on Conflict Resolution. The skills they learned will be valuable to  
them for a lifetime. The students really enjoyed being able to freely  
express themselves and have open dialog with their peers and the group  
facilitators.  I also believe another valuable tool for them was learning how  
to critique each other's actions in a caring peaceable manner, objecting to  
the action and not the person." 
     Brenda Phillips, Principal of John B. Cary Elementary School 



Page 3 

RPECnews�

��������	�
	�����
���
�	
(Continued from page 1) 

In that simple exchange, Keshet 
says, the women discovered that 
“they could walk freely across the 
checkpoint, chatting up both sol-
diers and Palestinians,” a discovery 
she calls “an empowering mo-
ment.”  

In the early days, following a 
wave of suicide bombings, as the 
IDF reoccupied the West Bank, 
checkpoints multiplied, and limita-
tions on Palestinian movement be-
came more severe, Machsom 
Watch attracted media attention.  It 
also attracted numerous volunteers, 
a few of whom were men.  In an 
interview in Mother Jones Keshet 
said the group quickly found that 
Israeli men “didn’t make reliable 
monitors . . . they went to see the 
soldiers and after a few minutes 
they started talking about the 1948 
war.  Their relationship was totally 
different.  They were horrified by 
what was going on, but at the same 
time they bonded with the troops.”  
It was quickly agreed that the 
group would be open exclusively 
to women. 

 Now, with their corps of four 
hundred volunteers drawn from all 
over Israel, they are part of a larger 
umbrella organization, the Coali-
tion of Women for Peace.  Their 
Coalition partners, some of whom 
are widely known in this country, 
include Bat Shalom (an alliance of 
two groups of women peace activ-
ists, one Israeli, one Palestinian); 
The Fifth Mother (an outgrowth of 
an the earlier Four Mothers Move-
ment which was instrumental in 
ending the Israeli occupation of 
Lebanon, and other women who 

share the view that “War is Not 
My Language;” Noga (a feminist 
journal); NELED (Women for Co-
existence); Women in Black; 
TANDI (Movement of Democratic 
Women for Israel, an alliance of 
two organizations, one Jewish, one 
Arab); New Profile (a newer group 
working to change the profile of 
Israel from a militarized society of 
war to an actively peacemaking 
community); and WILPF 
(Women’s International League for 
Peace and Freedom,  the oldest 
women’s peace organization in the 
world, founded in 1915).          

Teams of women go in shifts, 
morning and afternoon, to monitor 
and document the conduct of IDF 
and Border Police, in their effort to 
safeguard Palestinian human 
rights.  They visit checkpoints 
along the separation barrier, but 
also visit DCOs (District Coordi-
nation Offices that are part of the 
civil government) where Palestini-
ans must apply for documents and 
permits, and the military courts 
where Palestinian detainees are 
brought to trial.  Each team visits a 
number of checkpoints, remaining 
at each site “as long as necessary 
to understand and report on what is 
happening - - usually a couple of 
hours or longer,” according to their 
website.  They station themselves, 
when possible, in the middle of the 
checkpoint, observing how the Pal-
estinians are treated.  In cases of 
delays that seem needless or un-
warranted, or of rude and aggres-
sive behavior toward those seeking 
to cross a checkpoint, they inter-
vene, “either by direct approach to 
the soldiers, or by phoning the ap-

propriate military or civilian au-
thorities.”  Each team summarizes 
their observations during their 
shift, and sends in their report to 
the website, where it is published 
immediately in Hebrew and Eng-
lish.  Detailed written reports are 
further documented with photos 
and film.  For a sampling of their 
reports visit www.machsomwatch.
org/en/note/2039.  

The women of Machsom 
Watch are of all ages and back-
grounds, but are primarily mature 
professional women, most of 
whom “look more suited to brunch 
at a beachfront café in fashionable 
north Tel Aviv” than to a check-
point, often a “dust-choked bottle-
neck deep inside the West Bank.”  
All are Israeli, and although politi-
cally diverse, all are passionate in 
their opposition to the occupation 
and their commitment to human 
rights.   Asked if she thinks Mach-
som Watch is making a difference, 
Keshet responded emphatically 
that she does.  “There’s a lot of 
power in little old ladies,” she said 
with a laugh, and pointed to both 
the discomfort they cause the sol-
diers and the frequent assaults by 
settlers as evidence that “the status 
quo is under threat.”  At the same 
time, she warns against underesti-
mating the determined hostility of 
the settlers who are “radicals, the 
ones who are capable of violence.”  
Meanwhile the women rejoice in 
small victories - - a sick Palestin-
ian rushed through the checkpoint 
on his way to medical attention, a 
university student allowed to take 
her final exams.  
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RECENT EVENTS 

 
Living Simply: Making Green 

and Just Choices 
 
Our community forum 

"Living Simply: Making Green 
and Just Choices" focused on how 
citizens in the Richmond area can 
live and consume in more ecologi-
cally and socially conscious ways.  
Held February 19 at VCU, it 
opened with a panel discussion and 
question and answer session fo-
cused on how our individual con-
sumer choices affect our commu-
nity, economic justice, and the en-
vironment. The panelists included 
Karl Bren of Green Visions Con-
sulting and Earthcraft Virginia; 
Rev. Jeanne Pupke, Senior Minis-
ter of the First Unitarian Universal-
ist Church of Richmond; Noah 
Scalin of Another Limited Rebel-
lion and Sprout; and Azibo Turner 
of Vanguard Ranch Limited Natu-
ral Gourmet Products.  

     Following the panel, partici-
pants broke into nine interest 
groups for continued discussion in 
small groups led by knowledgeable 
facilitators. The whole discussion 
was moderated by Kathleen 
Kenney.  “Living Simply” was co-
sponsored by the Falls of the 
James Group of the Sierra Club, 
the Social Responsibility Council 
of the First Unitarian Universalist 
Church of Richmond, the Green 
Party, Richmond Peace Education 
Center, Richmond Friends Meeting 
Outreach Committee, the Sierra 
Student Coalition at VCU, and 
United Parents Against Lead.  A 
group of participants is continuing 
to meet independently to continue 
the conversation. To participate, 
contact rpec@rpec.org. 

The Power of Forgiveness 
 
     RPEC cosponsored the 

showing of the film “The Power of 
Forgiveness” at the Virginia Holo-
caust Museum. Over 450 people 
were in attendance. The Office of 
Justice and Peace of the Richmond 
Catholic Diocese coordinated plan-
ning for event, with support from 
RPEC and many other organiza-
tions and faith groups. Director 
Martin Doblmeier attended. Before 
the film, reflections about forgive-
ness were offered by Rabbi Ben 
Romer of Congregation Or Ami, 
Malik Khan of the Islamic Center 
of Virginia, and  Dr. Everett Wor-
thington, Professor of Psychology 
at Virginia Commonwealth Uni-
versity, who has studied the effects 
of forgiveness in laboratory set-
tings, and who is featured in the 
film. The film addresses the role of 
forgiveness after violence with ex-
amples from Northern Ireland, the 
murder of five Amish girls in Lan-
caster, Pennsylvania, the terrorist 
acts of 9/11, and more.  The film 
showing was followed by a facili-
tated discussion led in part by 
RPEC volunteers. 

 
RYPP Youth Panel Speaks on 

Teaching Tolerance;  
Workshop Presentations  

Continue  
 
     On February 23, a panel of 

four RYPP youth members dis-
cussed their experiences promoting 
tolerance and challenging bigotry 
at a regional meeting of United 
Methodist Church missionaries.  
Nyara Djavadi, Maryam Ghariban, 
Fariss Hodder, and Jonathan Mark 
shared personal experiences and 

spoke about how their schools and 
classmates address issues of preju-
dice and discrimination.  RYPP 
youth trainers have continued to 
present conflict resolution work-
shops around metro Richmond, un-
der the guidance of experienced 
adult leaders.  Most recently, ses-
sions have been held at Albert Hill 
Middle School, the Friends Asso-
ciation for Children in Gilpin 
Court, and at the Southside Boys 
and Girls Club. 

 
Iraq War Commemorations 

 
     The peace center was in-

volved in two Richmond events 
commemorating the fifth anniver-
sary of the war in Iraq in March. 
An Interfaith Prayer Vigil was held 
on Friday, March 7 at 7 p.m. in ob-
servance of a national day of 
prayer for peace. The chapel at 
Ginter Park Presbyterian Church 
was the site of the vigil co-
sponsored with the Union-PSCE 
Peace Witness Fellowship. The 
prayer included members of nu-
merous faiths. On March 19 at 
5:30, there was a public vigil, co-
sponsored with the Virginia Anti-
War Network  outside Richmond 
City Hall. The theme was “Bring 
the Troops Home Now! Money for 
Jobs & Education, not for Wars & 
Occupations!” More details about 
these events will follow in the next 
newsletter. 

     In addition, RPEC continues 
to serve as a statewide coordinator 
of Eyes Wide Open-Virginia, to-
gether with Midlothian Friends 
Meeting and Richmond Friends 
Meeting. Eyes Wide Open-
Virginia is a display of combat 

(Continued on page 5) 
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boots, civilian shoes, and other in-
formation designed to promote re-
flection about the costs of the war 
to the commonwealth. It currently 
includes 112 pairs of combat 
boots, each tagged with the name, 
age, town, and military rank of a 
Virginia serviceperson who has 
died in Iraq. As co-coordinators, 
we make this solemn and powerful 
exhibit available to faith and peace 
groups across the state to hold in 
their own communities. The ex-
hibit was shown at Union Theo-
logical Seminary-PSCE February 
15 and 17, accompanied by a wor-
ship service designed by Union's 
Peace Witness Fellowship.  Next 
the exhibit will go to Williams-
burg, where Code Pink will display 
it in the sunken gardens on the 
William and Mary campus on 
April 1st and 2nd. After that, it will 
be displayed in Charlottesville Me-
morial Day weekend, May 23rd (in 
the evening) and May 24th (during 
the day) on the downtown mall 
Free Speech wall.  

 
Drumathon Raises Funds for 

RYPP Programs 
 
     On Saturday, March 15, 

Drums No Guns, led by founder 
and RPEC board member Ram 
Bhagat, sponsored a day-long dru-
mathon to raise funds to support 
the programs of the Richmond 
Youth Peace Project.  The event 
was held at the Camel on Broad 
Street.  Drummers played from 
dawn to dusk, in half hour-long 
sets.  Their performances were fol-
lowed by a drumming party that 
evening.  The event raised hun-
dreds of dollars that will be used to 

fund the upcoming Peace Summit 
and RYPP conflict resolution train-
ings. 

 
Calendar on Website  

 
  The RPEC website, www.

rpec.org, now features a calendar. 
Click on the calendar link to view 
upcoming RPEC public events and 
committee meetings.   

 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Peace Center Annual Meeting 
April 9 

 
If you’re looking for affirma-

tion of what your investment in 
RPEC is achieving; a vision of 
RPEC’s future; a celebration of 
our community; an opportunity to 
share your thoughts and ideas and, 
to top it off, good snacks and a 
chance at a door prize of two free 
tickets to John McCutheon’s con-
cert on May 2nd, …join us for 
RPEC’s Annual Membership gath-
ering on Wednesday, April 9, 7 
PM at Friends Meeting, 4500 Ken-
sington Avenue. Call us at 232-
1002 if you have any questions. 
See you soon! 

  
Conflict Resolution Workshop 
for New Trainers April 12-13 

 
     RPEC has scheduled  a 

workshop for new trainers in non-
violent conflict resolution tech-
niques. The workshop will be held 
from 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on Sat-
urday and Sunday, April 12-13 at 
the Berryman Center, 400 W. 32nd 
St. in Richmond.  It is open to any 

adult interested in learning  meth-
ods that can be used to resolve dis-
putes peacefully.  The fee for the 
workshop is $100.  Financial assis-
tance is available on request.  Tui-
tion includes the cost of a 100+ 
page training  manual.  Participants 
are also asked to bring a brown-
bag lunch each day. Space is lim-
ited so contact the center soon to 
register. Successful completion of 
the two-day training is the first 
step for those interested in joining 
RPEC’s conflict resolution training 
team.  Participants who wish to en-
hance their personal conflict reso-
lution skills without becoming a 
workshop leader are also welcome. 

     For more information, or to 
register for the training, call the 
Richmond Peace Education Center 
at 232-1002 or email   

rpec@rpec.org.  
 
Fourth Annual Richmond 

Youth Peace Summit Set for 
April 26" 

 
      The fourth annual Rich-

mond Youth Peace Summit will be 
held on April 26 at Fifth Baptist 
Church, 1415 W. Cary St.  The 
summit will run from 10 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m.  Participants are asked to 
arrive by 9:45.  The event is open 
to young people ages 13-19, free of 
charge.  Lunch will be provided.  
Author and educator Muriel 
Branch will be this year’s keynote 
speaker.  The summit will close 
with world music by Hotel X. The 
event will also feature morning and 
afternoon workshops on a variety 
of topics of interest to teens, in-
cluding conflict resolution, legal 

(Continued on page 6) 
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rights, yoga, radio production, vegetarian cooking, hip-
hop culture, stress management, and dance.    

     The event is limited to the first 120 registrants.  
Participants must register in advance to select their ses-
sions.  Participants can register online at the Richmond 
Peace Education Center’s web site—www.rpec.org, by 
emailing rypp@rpec.org, by U.S. mail, or by calling 232-
1002.  If space permits, registration may also be available 
beginning at 9:30 a.m. on the day of the conference. 

 
Peacemaker of the Year Nominations Needed 

 
      It is once again time to choose our third annual 

Peacemaker of the Year, an award which will be given at 
our Annual Dinner on November 8, 2008. Please think of 
someone you know who has made the world a better  
place by their dedication to peacemaking in its myriad 
forms.  The nomination form is easy to fill out and can be 
found on our website.  If you don’t have access to a com-
puter, call the office at 232-1002 and request one by mail.  
Help make this award the important honor it should be by 
nominating someone worthy of the recognition.  The 
deadline for nominations is June 15, 2008. 

 
SUPPORT THE CENTER 

 
John McCutcheon Returns May 2  

 
 Celebrate 
spring with a 
concert for 
peace! Interna-
tionally re-
nown folk-
singer John 
McCutcheon 
will once again 
perform a 
spring concert 
to benefit 
RPEC this 
year. The con-

cert will be Friday, May 2, at 7:30 p. m. at the VCU Sin-
gleton Center for the Performing Arts, 922 Park Ave. 
Tickets cost $20 for adults, $8 for students, and a maxi-
mum of $50 per family. Reserve tickets at tickets@rpec.
org or by calling the office. Tickets are also available at 

the door. McCutcheon is a musical virtuoso, and his lyrics 
combine humor, insight, and, at times, political satire.  

McCutcheon has been described as: "...the most impres-
sive instrumentalist I ever heard." -- Johnny Cash 

"...the Bruce Springsteen of folk music." -- The Oakland 
Tribune. 

 
Get the Word Out About Your Effort or Group 

with a Program Ad  
 
     Help make RPEC's upcoming spring concert a finan-

cial success. Purchase an "advertisement" in the concert 
program booklet, which will be distributed to the hundreds 
of guests in attendance that evening. Your advertisement 
will serve a two-fold purpose, supporting the mission of the 
peace center while spotlighting your message, product, or 
service before a large group of community members and 
consumers. Prices for program booklet ads are: 

 
$110 full page ad                                    
$60 half page ad 
$45 one-third page ad                              
$30 quarter page ad 
      
Download the ad reservation form from our website. 

Please e-mail it to rpec@rpec.org before April 16. Your 
support is sincerely appreciated. 

 
 Challenge Grant a Success 

 
     Thanks to all who responded to the fall fundraising 
"challenge"! A generous supporter of the peace center, who 
wishes to remain anonymous, issued a challenge to two 
categories of RPEC members: 
1) people who receive our  newsletter who have not  
donated in any amount, plus  
2) people who receive our newsletter who have donated 
$30 or less per year for the past two years.  
     You, our members, rose to meet this challenge! Chal-
lenge-eligible contributions came in through the end of the 
year from 36 people, thirty-four of whom had not 
contributed in the past two years. As a result, we will re-
ceive matched funding amounting to $1,500. Thank you for 
rising to the challenge, and for strengthening the peace cen-
ter's contributing membership base. The majority of our 
support comes from contributions from individual donors 
like you. 
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How small is a small farm?  
How nearby does local have to be?  
Is organic more important than local?  
Which of these should we favor, and 
when?  Eco-gastronomy isn’t just a 
minimum-distance food-buying con-
test.  The three basic components of 
responsible eating are to favor food 
grown in an environmentally respon-
sible way, delivered with minimal 
petroleum use, in a manner that does-
n’t exploit the farmers.  Most of us 
won’t have a diversified farm located 
within walking distance, or a Local 
Foods-R-Us opening nearby anytime 
soon.  Here are some guidelines that 
can help define responsible food 
choices. 

      Begin by visiting a nearby 
farmers’ market to see what’s avail-
able.  Don’t go in with the goal of 
buying anything in particular, but 
simply to learn.  Is it local?  Most 
farmers’ markets have rules about 
how recently vegetables can have 
been picked.  Are they from a small 
farm?  Probably; if not, they likely 
wouldn’t be sold there.  Are they or-
ganic?  Likely; while certification is 
not always required at these markets, 
most small market growers have as-
sumed sustainability as part of their 
identity.  It’s probably the most com-
mon question they hear, so ask.  Pay 
attention to what’s available, what is 
in season.  Every region has its 
strengths and weaknesses.  Some are 
obvious (seafood near the coasts, or 

citrus in Florida).  Others you’ll 
need to learn.  Buy a good supply 
of what you can use. 

     Now, armed with what you 
learned at the farmers’ market, you 
can visit your conventional grocery 
store.  Applying ethics in a modern 
grocery store can be daunting, but 
here are a few general rules that 
may help sort out the whole equa-
tion. 

 
· If items are available region-

ally, and are in season, get 
them from a farmer or ask a 
grocer to obtain them from a 
local source. 

· Do as much as possible of 
your own cooking or prepara-
tion.  Make meal plans for the 
seasons, rather than starting 
with a recipe and having a 
treasure hunt for its ingredi-
ents. 

· Food processing uses energy 
in two main ways:  (1) ex-
tracting, dicing, mixing, and 
cooking the ingredients; (2) 
transporting each individual 
ingredient.  Products with 
fewer ingredients have proba-
bly burned less gas.  For ex-
ample, the oatmeal box on our 
pantry shelf lists one ingredi-
ent:  rolled oats.  With some 
local walnuts and honey, it 
makes a great breakfast.  By 
contrast, our Free-range 

Happy 75% Organic Cereal 
Chunks box lists seventeen in-
gredients, all of which had to be 
transported to the processing 
plant.  Who even knows how 
much fossil fuel it took to make 
it 75% Happy? 

· For fresh fruits and vegetables, 
consider travel distance.  On an 
autumn trip to our grocer I 
found apples grown in a 
neighboring state (North Caro-
lina), Washington State, and 
New Zealand.  That choice is 
easy.  If we lived in Oregon, 
that would be a different easy 
choice. 

· Consider how you feel about 
using energy to move water.  
All fresh produce contains a lot 
of it.  Apparent differences be-
tween more and less juicy items 
can be deceiving:  watermelon 
is 92 percent water; cucumbers 
96 percent; tomatoes 95 per-
cent, while on the firmer side, 
carrots are 92 percent; peppers 
94 percent; and broccoli 91 per-
cent.  All watery.  If you care 
about this, when considering 
world travelers, favor dried 
fruits or vegetables, dried 
spices, nuts, coffee beans, dry 
beans, and grains. 

· If produce or a processed item 
needs to be refrigerated (or fro-

(Continued on page 8) 

We wanted to write about “eating local” as we begin a new growing season here in Richmond, and were struck by how well 
Steven L. Hopp expressed the challenge to “favor food grown in an environmentally responsible way, delivered with minimal 
petroleum use, in a manner that doesn’t exploit the farmers.” Our contribution, this month, is to point out that there are now a 
number of Farmers’ Markets and CSA’s in our area, some long-established, some just getting started in 2008 (See the chart on 
next page). 

Looking for Mr. Goodvegetable 
By Steven L. Hopp 

(reprinted, with permission, from Animal, Vegetable, Miracle by Barbara Kingsolver) 
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zen), energy was used to keep it 
cool from its point of origin to 
you.  How can you tell?  It’s 
refrigerated (or frozen) in the 
store! 

· Should you buy industrial or-
ganics?  By shifting to organic 
methods, corporate farms are 
reducing the pesticide loads in 
our soil and water, in a big way.  
This should be one of many 

considerations, along with 
everything listed above. 
 
How local is local?  Our 

friend Gary Nabhan, in his book 
Coming Home to Eat, defined it as 
a 250-mile-radius circle for the 
less-productive desert Southwest.  
By contrast, the Bay Area group 
Locavores (www.locavores.com) 
recommends a 100-mile-radius cir-
cle for the more fertile California 
valleys.  It depends on the region, 

and the product.  For us, in Appala-
chia, seasonal vegetables are liter-
ally next door, but our dairy prod-
ucts come from about 120 miles 
away.  That’s better, we think, than 
1,200, which is also and option in 
our store.  We bear in mind our dif-
ferent concerns:  fuel use, pesticide 
use, quality, and support for farms.  
By pushing the market with our 
buying habits, we continually shape 
our buying choices, and the nature 
of farming. 
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Richmond Area Farmers’ Markets 

Market  Location Hours Contact 

17th Street Farmers’ Market 100 N. 17th St. at E. Main St.,  
Richmond 

Thurs & Sat,  
8:30 am – 2 pm 
May thru Nov 

Adam Nathanson 
  www.17thstreetfarmersmarket.com 
  (804) 646-0310 

Byrd House Market Idlewood Ave. & S. Linden Street,  
Richmond 

Tues, 3:30-7 pm 
Open all year 

Karen Atkinson 
  byrdhousemarket.blogspot.com 
  (804) 643-2717 

Forest Hill Park  
Farmers’ Market 

42nd Av and New Kent, 
in Forest Hill Park 

Sat, 8 am – 12  
Starting in May 

Contact TBD (this is still tentative) 

Lakeside Towne Center  
Farmers' Market 

6110 Lakeside Ave. (Near Hilliard  
across from Lewis Ginter Botanical  
Garden) 

Wed & Sat 
May thru Nov. 

Peter Francisco 
peter.francisco@verizon.net  

Ashland Farmers’ Market Ashland - Behind the Town Hall on  
Duncan St. in Ashland 

Sat 9 am to 12 
May thru Oct.  

Jen Jackson  (804) 921-0243 
virginiajen@gmail.com 

Goochland Farmers’ Market 2955 River Road West 
  Goochland, VA 23063 
(Rts. 6 & 522) 

Sat., 8 am – 12  
May thru Nov. 

Cricket Rakita 
  www.centerforruralculture.org 
  804-332-3144 

Brookview Farm (grass-fed   
beef, free range eggs, and    
our farm market) 

834 Dover Rd., Manakin-Sabot  
(about 5 miles west on Rte 6 past  
I  288) 

Sat 9 am - 1 pm,  
Thurs 3:30- 7 pm 
Open all year 

Wendy Ragland 
www.brookviewfarm.com/ 
�������������

CSA Location Pickup Sites Contact 

Amy’s Garden Rt. 610 
  Quinton, VA 23141 

17th St. Farmers’   
Market 

Amy Hicks 

Victory Farm  Hanover County 17th St. Farmers’   
Market 
Thurs & Sat 

Gina Collins 
  www.victoryfarmsinc.com 
  804-559-8833 

McSweeney Farm CSA 3358 John Tree Hill Rd.,  
Powhatan, VA 23139 

At the farm Robert McSweeney 
  farmerbob.wordpress.com 

GrowingCommunity.net  
CSA 

4710 Tameo Rd. 
Richmond, VA 23060 

17th St. Farmers’  
Market 

Ken Lyle 
growingcommunity.net  
484-948-5706 

Richmond Area CSA’s 
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     “To unite people of faith for a 
more just and compassionate Com-
monwealth”- this is the mission of 
the Virginia Interfaith Center for 
Public Policy.  We are a coalition 
of faithful people connected by our 
common belief that God requires 
us to give voice to the weak, pow-
erless and vulnerable and our ac-
tions to educate, raise conscious-
ness and create social change.    
        Over the past year we led a 
campaign, known as “The Faithful 
Pledge,” to unite faith communities 
across Virginia to end usury and 
cap payday lending at 36% APR.  
Mainline denominations, individ-
ual congregations and thousands of 
individuals worked alongside us to 
protect Virginians from this preda-
tory form of lending and to break 
the cycle of debt for those that had 
already been trapped.  Never be-
fore had we seen such a large and 
diverse following of faithful peo-
ple around any single issue. 
     Along with dozens of other ad-
vocates and even a few paid lobby-
ists, we continued the public battle 
that we waged in the preceding 

months within the halls of the Gen-
eral Assembly.  Despite the mas-
sive public support on our side, the 
fight turned to behind-the-doors 
negotiations between lobbyists and 
legislators – a battle ground com-
promised by hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars paid to legislators 
as “campaign contributions” by the 
payday loan industry. 
        The payday lending “reform” 
that ultimately passed the General 
Assembly and is now in the hands 
of the Governor does not go far 
enough to address the industry’s 
usurious fees and their borrowers’ 
inability to repay.  Specific provi-
sions include: 
 
· A limitation of one loan out-

standing at any one time and a 
longer loan term that gives 
borrowers twice as long to re-
pay the money — double their 
pay cycle. (Measures that are a 
good starting point for reform) 

 

· A database that would track 
borrowing activity.   

· A 36% APR cap on the loan.  
HOWEVER, the borrower 
also has to pay a fee of $20 
per $100 of the loan amount, 
plus a $5 fee to cover the cost 
of the database (even though 
actual costs are between $.50 
and $1.00 per transaction).  
The typical payday loan bor-
rower who gets paid every 
two weeks, still pays about 
318% APR on a $300 loan, 
which is just about status quo.  

· If a borrower takes out 5 
loans within 180 days and re-
pays the fifth loan on time 
then she is “locked out” from 
borrowing again for 45 days, 
which simply means the in-
dustry is prohibited from 
lending to her for those 45 
days.  If the borrower cannot 
pay off the fifth loan on time, 
then she can enter into a 60 
day extended payment plan 
followed by a 90 day lockout 
period. 

· A borrower could request this 
kind of extended payment plan 
on any loan, but can only do so 
once a year.   

· The database provision kicks 
in on July 1, but the other ma-
jor provisions are not effective 
until January 2009. 

In short, this legislation still per-
mits the industry to charge usuri-
ous fees; still allows the industry to 
make too many loans; and still al-
lows the industry to lend dollar 
amounts that are too high for vul-

(Continued on page 10) 

Highlights of the 2008 General Assembly Session 
Ann W. Rasmussen, Policy Director 

Virginia Interfaith Center for Public Policy 
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(Continued from page 9) 

nerable people to pay off.    We 
hope the Governor will see that the 
Commonwealth can do better for 
its citizens.  

 
36% Cap Springs the Trap 

      Measures short of an interest 
rate cap fail to fix payday lending 
problem  
 
     This issue of payday lending 
illustrates why another issue is fun-
damental to accomplishing social 
change – redistricting.  There was 
legislation this year to set up a 
seven-member non-partisan com-
mission to re-draw the district 
boundaries.  The bill was killed by 
a House Privileges and Elections 
subcommittee in an unrecorded 
vote.  Ironically, all five members 
of this subcommittee ran unop-
posed for re-election last fall.  The 
current system of allowing the 
party in control to draw district 
lines creates “safe-havens” that 
protect incumbency.  The results:  
lack of competition, an environ-
ment in which accountability to 
special interests and corporations 
supersedes accountability to the 
people, and ultimately, a fractured 
democracy.   The issue of redis-
tricting must be addressed to allow 
the full power of the people’s 
voice, otherwise, issues of social 
change will inevitably sit in the 

back seat of legislators’ priorities. 
     In a similar vein, the issue of 
restoring the right to vote to former 
felons is also fundamental to our 
democracy and has become rooted 
in the minds of many as one of the 
most important civil rights issue of 
our day.  A senate resolution spon-
sored by Senator Yvonne Miller to 
amend the state constitution to al-
low the General Assembly to pro-
vide by law the restoration of civil 
rights was carried over until 2009.  
In the meantime, advocacy organi-
zations and concerned citizens are 
organizing a grassroots movement 
to raise awareness about Virginia’s 
archaic and discriminatory clem-
ency laws. 
     Our flawed penal system was 
given a pat on the back by the leg-
islature this General Assembly ses-
sion by its approval of two bills 
that effectively expand the death 
penalty by eliminating the 
“Triggerman Rule.”   The 
“Triggerman Rule” limits the death 
penalty to only the actual perpetra-
tor of the crime; eliminating it 
would allow principals in the sec-
ond degree and accessories to be 
punished by the death as well.  
This issue invokes very strong 
feelings from people of faith, and 
when similar legislation passed in 
2007 it was vetoed by the Gover-
nor with the veto being sustained 
by the General Assembly.  We ex-
pect the same course of action this 
year.      
     In regards to fiscal issues, the 
Conference Committee, whose job 
it is to reconcile the differences 
between the House and Senate 
budget amendments to the Gover-
nor’s biennial budget, has not re-
leased their final report yet.  How-
ever, we can happily report that 

both the House and the Senate kept 
intact all of the $15.6 million that 
was in the biennial budget to in-
crease childcare subsidies for low-
income working families.  This is 
an issue that advocacy groups 
across the state worked on this 
year and that was very much sup-
ported by the faith community.  
We also hope that the Governor’s 
and the Senate’s recommendation 
to expand the eligibility of prenatal 
care for low-income women to 
200% of the federal poverty level 
will remain intact; as well as the 
much needed funding for Vir-
ginia’s Safety Net programs (free 
clinics, community health centers, 
and the Virginia Health Care Foun-
dation).   
     Overall, the 2008 General As-
sembly proved to be the usual 
roller-coaster ride of high-speed 
lawmaking.  The issues highlighted 
above (and ones not reviewed such 
as affordable housing and environ-
mental justice) will most certainly 
be revisited in future sessions as 
people of faith and all concerned 
citizens continue to be bold and 
challenge the structures and barri-
ers that prevent meaningful change 
from occurring.  Together, with 
patience and perseverance, our 
voices will be heard and our Com-
monwealth will become more just 
and compassionate! 
 
Ann W. Rasmussen 
Policy Director 
Virginia Interfaith Center for Pub-
lic Policy 
www.virginiainterfaithcenter.org 
ann@virginiainterfaithcenter.org 
(804) 643-2474 

Highlights of the 2008 General Assembly Session 
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Every Sunday                Food Not Bombs Richmond -Meal Sharing, 4:00 P.M. in Monroe Park. Hotline # 359-      
                                        4880 for details 
Every 3rd Wed.             Amnesty International, �University of Richmond campus. Contact Ray Hilliard at 289-8289 
Every Thursday            Richmond Organization for  Sexual Minority Youth (ROSMY), 7:00-9:00 PM. Call support 
                                       line: 353-2077 for more information; 353-1699 for the administrative line. 
Every 3rd Saturday      Equality Virginia, 12:00 noon at the office. A political advocacy group working towards 
                                       equal rights for lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender citizens of Virginia. Open to the  
                                       public. Contact number is 643-4816. 
Every 4th Saturday      Pax Christi Peace Community  - Call Paula Powdermaker for details - 355-7395 
Every 2nd Saturday     Walk for Peace - 9:00 AM - 10:00 AM. Meet at the Boulevard entrance of the Virginia Mu-
                                       seum. Wear black. 
1st & 3rd Weds.           The Hanover County Umbrel la of Peace group - 10:00 AM In the Parish House of  
                                       Immanuel Episcopal Church, 3263 Old Church Road, Mechanicsville, VA, 23111. For more 
                                       information, contact 804-781-1602. 

� �!������"��#$�

 
 
April 7               Conversation with Maria Trozz i - Ginter Hall Baptist Church at 7:00 PM. Maria Trozzi is a national 
                          expert on children’s grief. Sponsored by the Bereavement Coalition of Central Virginia. Free. 
April 9                Peace Center Annual Meeting - at Richmond Friends Meeting, 4500 Kensington Ave. at 7:00 PM 
                          For more information, call 232-1002. 
April 12-13       Conflict Resolution Workshop for New Trainers - From 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on Saturday and 
                          Sunday, April 12-13 at the Berryman Center, 400 W. 32nd St. in Richmond. For more information, or 
                          to register for the training, call the Richmond Peace Education Center at 232-1002 or email   
                          rpec@rpec.org. 
April 26             The fourth annual Richmond You th Peace Summit will be held on April 26 at Fifth Baptist         
                          Church, 1415 W. Cary St.  The summit will run from 10:00 AM. to 4:30 PM. Participants can register 
                          online at the Richmond Peace Education Center’s web site—www.rpec.org, by emailing  
                          rypp@rpec.org, by U.S. mail, or by calling 232-1002.   
April 26             Slash Coleman’s “The Neon Man and Me” - at 4:00 PM and 7:00 PM at Children’s Hospital of   
                          Richmond. A rock and roll comedy about best friends that looks at loss and memory. $8.00.  
                          Bereavement Coalition of Central Virginia. 
April 27             The Healing in the Garden of a t Lewis Ginter -  At Lewis Ginter Park from 5:30 -  7:30 PM. A time 
                          to remember loved ones in a healing environment. For Children. Register at 828-4661. Bereavement 
                          Coalition of Central Virginia. 
May 2                John McCutcheon Returns - The concert will be Friday, at 7:30 PMat the VCU Singleton Center for 
the                     Performing Arts, 922 Park Ave. Reserve tickets at tickets@rpec.org or by calling the office. Tickets 
                          are also available at the door.  
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     The Thrifty Quaker Needs Donations 
 
 
The Thrifty Quaker is in need of quality, gently used clothing, 
books and household goods. Since the new Goodwill store 
opened near Chesterfield Mall, The Thrifty Quaker has experi-
enced a noticeable drop in donations. This directly affects the 
amount of money available to donate to charities and non-
profit organizations each month. 
 
All sales proceeds, after expenses,  are donated to non-profit 
organizations selected by store customers and the Midlothian 
Friends Meeting which runs store. (Since 1999, RPEC has re-
ceived $20,723 in Thrifty Quaker donations, and while this 
month is not "RPEC" month, we want this important thrift 
store to remain strong for the future, and are encouraging 
RPEC members and supporters to make donations immedi-
ately.) 
 
Remember to donate your unwanted items to The Thrifty Quaker, and encourage your friends, family, and neighbors 
to do the same. Items may be brought to the store at 13567 Midlothian Turnpike, Monday - Friday, 9:30-7:00 and Sat-
urday, 9:30-5:00. For further information, call 804-794-7158. 

Address Service Requested 


