
May-June 2009 

On June 13 and June 14, former RPEC director Chris Klug will lead workshops on Gandhi and Nonviolence for mem-
bers of the Richmond community. Chris has traveled to India more than a dozen times since 1983, working closely with 
the Navadarshanam or "New Vision" Gandhian land trust in southern India. This article describes the Navadarshanam 
project, an experiment in sustainable living inspired by Gandhi's ideas. The Navadarshanam community focuses simulta-
neously on the "inner work" of spiritual growth and the "outer work" of living according to principles of nonviolence 
and ecological balance. To learn more about the workshops, see the Happenings section of this newsletter, or call 232-
1002 to register.  The editors 

Tamil Nadu is a region lying in the southernmost part of the Indian Peninsula.  It has been under continuous human 
habitation since prehistoric times; its history and civilization are among the oldest in the world, stretching from early Pa-
leolithic times to the modern era. It is here, in Tamil Nadu, that the Gandhi Peace Foundation is located, the setting for 
the Study Circle that gave rise to the young idealists who eventually founded Navadarshanam.  The Gandhi Peace Foun-
dation’s mission was the building of a nonviolent world of peace and harmony, realizing the power of soul-force, and 
involving children and youth in a culture of peace.  It makes sense, then, that these young idealists who set out to create 
what has been described as “an exemplary eco-savvy community,”1 should have first envisioned it as they participated in 
the Study Circle. 
 
A New Vision 

An interviewer writes of setting out for Navadarshanam, which translates appropriately as “New Vision,” driving past 
“a few glamorous townships that rudely eat into the landscape and remind us that a growing metro cannot be truly left 
behind,” into a tranquil countryside of “sheep-dotted hamlets and small villages huddled under aged trees.”1 Coming 
gradually to inhale “the smells of vegetation, freshly mowed earth, husk and cow dung, and drink in the green silence all 
around us,” the writer notes the sight of a wind turbine that signals his arrival at Navadarshanam, a community that has 
gotten along without a conventional electricity grid for more than fifteen years.1 

The community’s website defines itself as a place where ecological and spiritual alternatives are investigated; it en-
gages in both outer work and inner work.  The founding vision emerged after a decade of study, introspection and dis-
cussion that led to the conviction that “the urban-industrial way of life was leading to alienation of the individual from 
self, nature and the Creative Power, resulting in ecological destruction, increasing poverty, unemployment and unman-
ageable levels of social disintegration and violence.”2 In 1990-1991 they created a Trust and bought 115 acres of land 
near a small village about 50 kilometers from Bangalore, land which was completely degraded and unproductive at the 
time.   

(Continued on page 3) 
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Reflections 
 
   RPEC's Peace Essay Contest has become an annual spring tradition. The program 
encourages young people to reflect deeply about a question related to peace, and 
then articulate a personal response to that question. Our hope is that, for many of 
the young writers, the experience begins a process of personal reflection about 
peace in their personal lives, and in their community and the world. 
   On May 11, our distinguished panel of judges read and scored almost 200  
entries in the 2009 Peace Essay Contest.   This year’s writing prompt asked en-
trants to reflect on the African  proverb, “peace is costly, but it is worth the 
price.”  Each entry was evaluated by at least  three readers.  Winners will   
receive cash prizes.  Top winners  in each category will also have the opportunity 
to read and discuss their  essays on WRIR-FM, and to attend the RPEC annual auc-
tion and dinner in  November. Thanks to our judges, who spent about five  hours 
reading all our entries, and to all the parents, teachers and  administrators who 
made this writing opportunity available to Richmond area  students And thanks, 
too, to RPEC members, Jim and Mary Lou Doherty, who have underwritten 
this project since its inception.—Adria Scharf, Director and Paul Fleisher, As-
sistant to Director. 
   Judges selected these  participants as this year’s winners: 

 
 Grades K-3: 

1st Place:  Mary Dryden Maio, gr. 3, 
Mary Munford  E. S. 
2nd  Place:  Kristen Sink, gr. 3,  
Rural Point E. S. 
3rd Place: Summer  Hartman, gr. 3, 
Mary Munford E. S. 
Honorable Mention: 
Kent Dickey, gr. 3, Mary Munford  
E. S. 
Jack Proctor, gr. 3  Rural  Point E. S. 
Emma Lowe, gr. 3, Mary Munford 
E. S. 
Libby Ryan, gr. 3, Rural Point E. S. 
Rayan Alam, gr. 1, Bettie Weaver  
E. S. 
Grades 4-5: 
1st Place:  Xander Johnson, gr. 4,  
St. Michaels  Episcopal School 
2nd  Place:  Nikki Aldridge,  gr. 4, 
St. Michaels Episcopal  School 
3rd Place:  Katie Murphy, gr. 5,  
Colonial Trail E.  S. 
Honorable  Mention: 
Carter West, gr. 5, Colonial Trail  
E. S. 
Allison Frantz, gr. 5, Colonial Trail 
E. S. 
Rachel Trevillian, gr. 5, Colonial 
Trail E. S. 

Tanner Bullock, gr. 5, Colonial Trail  
E. S. 
Jinan Aridi, gr. 5, Colonial Trail E. S. 
Grades 6-8: 
1st Place:  Sarah Austen Holzgrefe, gr. 
8, Orchard  House School 
2nd  Place:  Emily Burke, gr. 7,  
Richmond  Montessori School 
3rd Place:  Alaina Wibberly, gr. 7, 
Richmond  Montessori School 
Honorable  Mention: 
Camille Peeples, gr. 8, Orchard House 
School 
Cierra Hawkins, gr. 7, Orchard House 
School 
Lia Russell, gr. 8, Orchard House 
School 
Kia Garrett, gr. 6, Orchard House 
School 
Liz Wolfe, gr. 7, Orchard House School 
Grades 9-12: 
1st Place:  Erika Davis, gr. 12,  
Midlothian H.  S. 
2nd  Place:  Katie Earnhardt. gr. 11, St. 
Gertrude  H. S. 
3rd Place:  Bella Jararevic, gr. 11,  
St. Gertrude  H. S. 
Honorable  Mention: 
Allison Shomaker, gr. 9, Maggie 
Walker Governor’s School 
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Restoring the Earth 

Their experimentation began in 
five major areas:  (1) eco-restoration; 
(2) natural farming; (3) health and 
food; (4) energy; and (5) housing.  
The first area, eco-restoration, was 
easily accomplished by preventing 
grazing on the depleted land, which 
is now an emerging forest.  Thou-
sands of trees have appeared, 
“planted by the mysterious forces of 
nature invisible to the senses,”2 and 
soil condition is dramatically im-
proved.  Next, natural farming meth-
ods were begun in limited and care-
fully selected areas.  Fruit saplings 
and a few vegetables and cereals 
were planted with minimum distur-
bance to trees and bushes that came 
up naturally, and no chemicals or 
pesticides are ever used.  Ample 
mulching around the plants helps, 
but the basic tenet is that “a healthy 
soil will take care of all plants in its 
bosom.”2 

 
Food, Shelter, Energy 

A set of principles taught by a 
Swamiji of a nearby Ashram under-
lies the community’s understanding 
of health and healthy eating.  Food 
items and cooking methods are clas-
sified according to digestibility and 
acidity-alkalinity, and diseases are 
understood as “absence of ease” 
caused by undigested food, which 
disturbs the ecology of the body.  
Changed food patterns produce di-
gestion that is easy and effective; the 
community also provides food items 
developed according to these princi-
ples to a network of friends in Ban-
galore.  Because it rejects the ecol-
ogically damaging nature of the 
modern technology that generates 
power, the community shuns the 
state’s power grid in favor of other 
means.  The power needed to pump 
water and for lighting is generated 

through solar panels and systems, 
wind power, and from oil made 
from the seeds of honge, one of the 
trees that nature generated in the 
renewed soil.  Fuel for cooking is 
derived from Gobar gas (methane 
from cow dung) and charcoal made 
on the land; wood stoves are used 
for cooking. 

Alternative technologies have 
been used to address housing 
needs; all housing units have been 
constructed using eco-friendly con-
cepts such as mud blocks.  The in-
tent is to combine ecology with 
economy, so that the least amount 
of cement and steel is used, and 
local labor and materials are fa-
vored.  The houses are designed to 
garner the greatest possible good 
from nature, e.g., facilitating the 
circulation of breezes in such a 
way that no fans are needed, even 
in the summer months, and no arti-
ficial lighting is needed during 
daylight hours.   

 
Outer Work, Inner Work 

While all of the above make up 
the outer work at Navadarshanam, 
the community considers its pri-
mary work to be the inner work - - 
purification of the mind.  They 
seek to redefine “success” and 
“progress” on their own terms, as 
inner work rather than the accumu-
lation of worldly goods or achieve-
ments, and their ultimate goal is 
freedom from the five passions: 
anger, sex, greed, attachment and 
ego.2 
 
A Friendly Critic 

Navadarshanam is not without 
its critics.  Loyola Professor Paul 
Jay was one of a group of high-
school teachers and college profes-
sors who spent the summer of 
2008 at Navadarshanam on a Ful-
bright Hays grant for a project 

called “In Search of Gandhi's India : 
Teaching and Learning Non-
Violence in a Globalized World.”  
He notes on his blog that, while he 
affirms the Gandhian analysis of the 
negative effects of development and 
modernization, he questions the 
wholesale rejection of modern cul-
ture and the extent to which the en-
tire focus of Navadarshanam and 
other Gandhian thinkers rests on the 
revitalization of the village to sup-
port “an austere lifestyle centered on 
the local production of food, cloth-
ing, and shelter.”3  

While affirming that this makes 
sense for villages and those who 
want to live in them, Jay is skeptical 
that “modernity and the culture it has 
spawned in cities and suburbs is go-
ing to go away,” and suggests that 
“without some kind of structured and 
systematic attention to the problems 
there, we aren’t going to solve the 
systemic problems the Gandhians 
rightly call our attention to.”3  Cities 
will continue to attract people, he be-
lieves, and no matter “how appealing 
you can make farming and spinning 
cotton young people are going to 
continue to want more than that, 
more variety in the lives they live 
and the jobs they do.”  We’re stuck, 
he concludes, with “large urban cen-
ters and the cultures they’re produc-
ing” and our only viable option is 
aggressively regulating growth, pro-
duction, consumption and pollu-
tion - - and suggests that Gandhian 
principles can be central to that ef-
fort. 

 
1 http://betterinteriors.co.in, accessed 
online 5/12/09 
  
2 http:www.navadarshanam.org,  
accessed online 5/10/09  
  
3 http://profpjayindia.blogspot.com, 
accessed online 5/11/09 
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RECENT EVENTS 

 
RPEC Supports  

RePHRAME’s Efforts  
for Housing Justice 

      
In February 2009, RPEC invited 

participants in its second Racial Jus-
tice series to take action in support of 
Residents of Public Housing in Rich-
mond Against Mass Evictions 
(RePHRAME).  It was formed in re-
sponse to the Richmond Redevelop-
ment and Housing Authority’s pro-
posed plan to demolish approxi-
mately 1,000 public housing units in 
Gilpin Court and Fay Towers, with 
no more than 30% of the replace-
ment units to be public housing. Its 
key aims are: 

· One-for-one replacement of 
any public housing units de-
molished or sold off 

· Current residents’ right to re-
turn to redeveloped or newly 
created public housing with-
out re-screening 

· Resident input and involve-
ment in all aspects of the 
planning process 

On March 26, twenty Re-
PHRAME members who are public 
housing residents met with Mayor 
Dwight Jones to express their con-
cerns and to clarify his commitment 
regarding the three main points listed 
above.  Mayor Jones reaffirmed his 
pre-election commitment to one-for-
one replacement of any public hous-
ing units demolished. He also agreed 
to work with RePHRAME to in-
crease resident membership on the 
RRHA Board and to collaborate in 
organizing a town hall meeting with 

Gilpin Court residents.  RPEC was 
represented at the meeting, as were 
several other local organizations 
committed to justice.     

     As an immediate follow-up 
to the meeting, RPEC sent a letter 
to Mayor Jones, which said in part 
that:   

“Our mission is to work for a 
just and peaceful community by 
promoting nonviolence locally and 
globally, and our vision includes 
creating a community that shares 
economic and political power equi-
tably, and empowering all indi-
viduals to live full and abundant 
lives.  We are committed to these 
values, and we believe that it is 
simple justice that our neighbors 
and fellow Richmonders, whose 
homes are to be demolished, will 
all have suitable replacement hous-
ing. “ 

RPEC members in Richmond 
are encouraged to ask their City 
Council member to support ac-
tively the three fundamental com-
mitments listed above.    
 

Iraq Discussion 
      

On April 15, about 35 people 
attended a talk by Iraqi analyst and 
consultant to the American Friends 
Service Committee Raed Jarrar. He 
discussed the current situation in 
Iraq, the Obama administration's 
plan for withdrawal, and the need 
for the U.S. public to remain vigi-
lant to ensure that the U.S. does in 
fact withdraw from the country. A 
video of the talk is available at the 
RPEC website, www.rpec.org. 
 

 

Pre-School, Anyone? 
      

Longtime RPEC Executive Di-
rector Ken Willis and his wife 
Linda are offering a pre-school slot 
to a member of the RPEC commu-
nity at their Grace Covenant Com-
munity School, located at First 
Mennonite Church, 601 E. Parham 
Rd., Richmond, VA.  The school 
provides both pre-school and after-
school child care and follows the 
Henrico County Public Schools 
calendar, so is open September-
mid-June and  closed over the 
summer. Ken and Linda provided 
this gift (a year's tuition for the 
Preschool) to the auction, but it re-
ceived no "bids" that evening. 
Therefore, the opportunity is still 
available. 
     The Preschool meets from 9 
AM to 12 PM. Two grades are of-
fered; 3-year-old (must be at least 
2 1/2 or potty trained by Sept. 8, 
2009 - the day after Labor Day) 
and 4-year-old. You may sign up 
for the three day option (Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday) or the 
five day option (Monday-Friday). 
     Do you have or know a child 
who would benefit from such a 
pre-school experience? 
Place a "bid" on this slot. The 
highest bidder will be able to at-
tend the morning preschool for 9 
months, September 2009 through 
mid-June 2010. Your "bid" will go 
to support the Richmond Peace 
Education Center. 
     For more information about the 
school, see <http://
gracecovenantcommunityschool.
org> or e-mail 
Linda@prscltchr@juno.com  

(Continued on page 5) 
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or by phone at 804.262.9023.    
Email your "bid" (your contact in-
formation, and your child's birth 
date) to rpec@rpec.org. Whoever 
places the highest bid will take ad-
vantage of this opportunity. 
     Please contact Linda before 
submitting your bid to let her 
know. 
 

2009 Youth Peace  
Summit draws 100+  

Participants 
      

This year's Youth Peace Sum-
mit--our fifth annual conference 
promoting peaceful conflict resolu-
tion and positive self expression 
for teens--was held on April 25 at 
St. Paul's Baptist Church Southside 
Campus.  Well over 100 young 
people from throughout the Rich-
mond Metro area took part in 
workshops on topics including 
community organizing, conflict 
resolution, racial justice, yoga, the 
legal rights of young people, rap 
and spoken word poetry, vegetar-
ian cooking, drumming, and many 
others.  Most workshops were led 
or co-led by Richmond young peo-
ple.   

One of the workshops created a 
'Zine, which is posted on our web 
site for you to see.  Go to www.
rpec.org/rypp. 

The Summit also featured key-
note speaker Iman Shabazz and 
midday performances by a number 
of young singers, rappers, and spo-
ken word artists.  Many thanks to 
all our participants, and to the doz-
ens of adult and teen volunteers 
who helped put together and pre-
sent the conference and its work-

shops, and to the donors whose  
financial support made this event 
possible. 

(Continued on page 7) 

 

 

Ram Bhgat leads a drumming 
workshop at the RYPP Youth 

Peace Summit 

RPEC youth board member Jonathan Mark leads a drama workshop at the 
RYPP Youth Peace Summit 
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2009 Youth Peace  
Summit draws 100+ Participants 

RYPP Youth Peace Summit Workshop 

Closing activity at the RYPP Youth Peace Summit 
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On Sunday, June 7, at 1:15 pm, 
GI Right Hotline counselors Steve 
Woolford and Lenore Yarger, who 
are Quaker House staff based in 
North Carolina, will share the re-
alities of military life that they hear 
by telephone everyday. These sto-
ries are far different from the slick 
recruiting ads on TV or radio; sto-
ries that show that the victims of 
U.S. wars are not only those 
counted dead on the battlefields. 
Medical problems, depression, 
anxiety, and suicide are at a new 
high. How do soldiers and their 
families handle multiple deploy-
ments? Do hard economic times 
add to the overall stress? 

This event will take place at the 
Richmond Friends Meeting, 4500 
Kensington Avenue.  The program 
is part of the Quaker House 40th 
Anniversary Speaker Series.  The 
GI Rights Hotline provides free, 
confidential information and coun-
seling to service members, veter-
ans, potential recruits, and their 
families. Quaker House is a 40 
year old military counseling and 
anti-war organization based in Fa-
yetteville/Fort Bragg, North Caro-
lina. Quaker House is a lead mem-
ber of the national GI Rights Hot-
line, a coalition of organizations 
that operate the 24-hour counseling 
hotline. 

     For more information, con-
tact Betsy Brinson at 353-1711 or 
brinson422@comcast.net or the 
Richmond Peace Education Center 
at 232-1002 or rpec@rpec.org or 
Marcia Dickinson at marciadickin-
son@hotmail.com. 

������������
(Continued from page 5) 

 
Educoncert Video Now 
Posted at www.rpec.org 

      
In case you missed the 2009 

Youth Educoncert, a video of the 
entire show should now be avail-
able for streaming to your home 
computer. Just go to www.rpec.
org/rypp and follow the link to 
start the download.  
 

UPCOMING 
EVENTS 

 
Conflict Resolution 

      
RPEC has recently led conflict 

resolution workshops with the 
Armstrong Leadership Program, 
Binford Middle School, George 
Wythe High School, and the Rich-
mond City Jail. In addition, 
RPEC's AVP program held a 
weekend-long advanced workshop. 
Coming up on May 30-31, we have 
scheduled a two day basic intro-
duction to conflict resolution for 
community members interested in 
gaining conflict resolution skills. 

 
G.I. Rights Hotline  

Counselors Speak Out to 
Tell All  

      
Who were the 9,000 callers to 

the Quaker House GI Rights Hot-
line last year? What were the is-
sues that led soldiers to call the 
Hotline from U.S. military bases 
around the world? What kind of 
information and counseling does 
Quaker House offer these soldiers 
and their families? 

Workshops on  
Nonviolence Scheduled for 

June 13 and 14 
      

On June 13 and 14, Chris Klug, 
former director of the Richmond 
Peace Education Center, will pre-
sent workshops entitled “Gandhi, 
Nonviolence, and You.”  The ses-
sions will help participants: 

· Cultivate nonviolence in 
their lives, relationships, and 
community. 

· Learn about Gandhi's under-
standing and practice of non-
violence. 

· Explore ways to bring peace 
to an area of their personal 
lives or community. 

The workshop will be offered 
twice, on either of two dates: 
Saturday, June 13, 10:00 am to 4:00 
pm at Richmond Friends Meeting, 

(Continued on page 8) 

Membership  
Appreciation Dinner 

      
You are invited to a special Mem-
bership Appreciation Dinner. After 
dinner, we'll envision together the 
role of the Richmond Peace Educa-
tion Center in our new world. It's 
Thursday, June 18th, at the Ginter 
Park Presbyterian Church, 3601 
Seminary Avenue in the Fellowship 
Hall. We will start serving dinner at 
5:30 and end our discussions by 
7:45.  It will be a wonderful peace 
and justice community evening. 
This is a FREE event, our thank you 
to you. Please do RSVP to 
Rpec@rpec.org.   Also let us know 
if you have accessibility needs. 
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4500 Kensington Avenue or Sun-
day, June 14,  1:30 pm to 7:30 pm 
at Richmond Mennonite Fellow-
ship, 7612 Wanymala Road. 

The workshop is appropriate for 
adults as well as teenagers.  Older 
children, who are committed to 
participating with a parent, are also 
welcome.  Drinks will be provided.  
Participants should bring a "brown 
bag" lunch or dinner. 

Workshop leader Chris Klug 
has traveled to India more than a 
dozen times since 1983, leading 
groups to learn about Gandhi and 
nonviolence.  He gained extensive 
experience in conflict resolution 
and violence prevention while di-
recting peace centers in Brookings, 
SD (1991-1995) and Richmond, 
VA (1995-1997). Chris is a grief 
counselor and teaches Mindful-
ness-Based Stress Reduction at the 
University Iowa Hospitals and 
Clinics in Iowa City, Iowa. 

On Sunday June 14th, Chris 
Klug will also speak at a worship 
service at Richmond Mennonite 
Fellowship, 7612 Wanymala Rd., 

at 11am.  The public is invited to 
attend.  A potluck meal will follow 
the service 

Workshop registration is re-
quired.  To register, or for more 
information, e-mail rpec@rpec.
org, with “Gandhi” in the subject 
line, or call 232-1002.  Please 
indicate which workshop date 
(June 13 or June 14) you select.  
Payment of $8 is required in ad-
vance, mailed to RPEC.  These 
workshops are cosponsored by 
Pax Christi, Richmond Friends 
Meeting, Richmond Mennonite 
Fellowship, and the Richmond 
Peace Education Center. 
    

2009 Peacemaker of the 
Year Nominations Due by 

June 15  
      

The deadline for nominating in-
dividuals or organizations for the 
2009 Peacemaker of the Year 
Award is June 15.  As always, this 
year's Peacemaker will be recog-
nized at the annual auction and din-

ner in November.  Nomination 
forms are available for download 
at www.rpec.org, or call the office 
at 232-1002 and we'll mail you a 
form.  Help us honor some-
one  who has made the work for 
peace and justice an important part 
of their lives. 

 
Opportunity for  

Educators  
      

Tuesday and Wednesday, Au-
gust 18-19, Conflict Resolution 
Training for Educators, 9 a.m.-5 p.
m. both days. Participants will earn 
state licensure recertification 
points. Completion also qualifies 
participants to become apprentice 
members of the RPEC conflict 
resolution training team, if they 
choose. Fee: $150 (includes lunch 
and training manual). Registration 
required.     Email rpec@rpec.org 
or call 232-1002 for more informa-
tion or registration.  Students, 
please pass this information on to 
any of your teachers who may be 
interested. 
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This past April, I 
went with six members 
of my family to spend a 
week in Haiti – what one 
might describe as an al-
ternative family vaca-
tion.  Our group included 
my daughter Sue and her 
daughter Lizzie (age 13), 
my daughter Mary and 
her Son Izak (age 15) 
and my daughter Barbie 
and her son Neal (age 
11). Mary and Izak flew 
from Minneapolis, Sue 
and Lizzie from Hart-
ford, and Barbie, Neal 
and I from Richmond. 
We all met in the Miami 
Airport to fly into Port-
Au-Prince (PAP). 

For all but Mary and I it was the 
first visit to Haiti, and a number of 
new experiences were on the hori-
zon. The first was temperature: 30 
degrees in Minneapolis to 90 degrees 
in PAP; and then the challenge of 
finding Thimothe our driver in the 
crowd outside the airport, staying 
together as we wound our way 
through the crowd with all our lug-
gage, and then the noise and the 
smells and all the people out on the 
streets as we drove through PAP to 
the guest house; and then Haitian 
food; and then strange beds and fig-
uring out the mosquito net and more 
noise of the city and roosters at 3 
AM. But everyone handled it fine 
and we started out early the next 
morning for our first experience of 
Haiti’s interstate system. It took a 
little over three hours to travel the 75 
miles to the provincial capitol of 
Hinche. 

Along the way we stopped for a 
brief visit to Zamni Agricol, the farm 
associated with Paul Farmer’s hospi-

tal. The farm produced food for the 
hospital and the clients of the hos-
pital. As we arrived, a group of 
workers were separating the shells 
from peanuts. The peanuts are 
blended with dried corn and beans 
and then ground to produce a nutri-
tious mixture that was fed as por-
ridge to mal-nourished children.   

In Hinche we stayed in the ad-
ministration/guest building of an 
orphanage founded by a young 
Haitian man and supported by 
churches in the Tidewater area. It 
was a chance for me to reconnect 
with my friend, Br. Harry Eccles 
who has been living in Haiti for 
almost 20 years.  

Lizzie had to miss over a week 
of school to make the trip, but her 
teachers were supportive of the op-
portunity. They asked that she do a 
report when she returned on some 
phase of the trip and she decided to 
do the report on deforestation.  So 
we took advantage of our time 
with Harry to get him to explain to 
the group the history of Haiti that 
led to the barren hills that we had 

passed as we drove from 
PAP to Hinche. Later we 
visited a tree nursery and 
sections of the area where 
the land had been reforested 
in a relatively short period 
of time.  The orphanage was 
also a great place for Izak, 
Lizzie and Neal to connect 
to Haitians their own age - 
through games and Harry’s 
English class. 
   But we were only there 
for one full day and the next 
morning we were back in 
the van on our way to 
Jacsonville – the primary 

destination for our Haiti trip.  
This part of the trip was less 

than 20 miles, but the roads were a 
real challenge, even for Thimothe, 
and it took us about 2 hours. 

Jacsonville is a village of about 
100 families where a young Haitian 
man, Gabriel Thelus has taken on the 
role of “community organizer,” and 
our family has been providing some 
financial support for his work. Gaby 
and his wife, Maricile were there to 
welcome us to their home where we 
spent four days. 

We had prepared several ac-
tivities to help us connect with 
the people of the village, includ-
ing bringing 4 large suitcases of 
soccer equipment.  That proved 
to be a big hit, and we spent that 
first afternoon on the newly 
cleared soccer field as Izak, 
Neal and Lizzie joined in with 
the local kids. In fact there was 
soccer every afternoon and 
some mornings while we were 
there. 

 
During our visit we ex-

plored the various projects in 
(Continued on page 10) 

A Family Vacation in Haiti  
John Gallini 

Gallini Family with our Guide. In order from left: Thi-
mothe, John, Neal, Barbie, Izak, Mary, Sue and Lizzie  
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the village: the school, a wood-
working and metal working 
shop, a half-dozen new houses, 
a sugar mill, an almost com-
pleted “mission house”, water 
projects, and the site of both a 
new community garden and a 
school garden. But probably 
the best “tour” was of many of 
the houses in the village. When 
my daughter Mary had accom-
panied me (and seven Virginia 
Tech students) a year ago, she 
took lots of pictures of the chil-
dren in the village. This year, 
she returned with 4x6 prints 
that we put into frames. A 
young man (maybe 12 or 13) 
from the village seemed to rec-
ognize every photo and he took 
our group from house to house, 
distributing framed portraits as 
they went. Another BIG hit! 
And, of course, many more 
pictures were taken. 

 
Other activities included a presen-

tation to some of the fourth grade 
students describing life in the U.S. 
using a scrapbook with photos from 
each family, followed by a Q&A 
with questions like “how do you 
wash your clothes?” and “do you use 
wood or charcoal to cook your 
meals?”  Here, too, we helped out 
with an English class and the second 
day, Izak taught the class, pretty 
much on his own. 

 
Each evening, our family spent 

some time together writing in our 
journals, and then reflecting on the 
day’s events. It was encouraging to 
see how thoughtfully everyone par-
ticipated in this. When we got back 
home I asked my grandchildren to 
write something about their experi-
ence. Here are their reflections: 

 
 

Haiti   
by Neal Gallini-Burdick 

  
On the trip to Haiti , I learned a few 
things.  I learned about different 
cultures.  I also learned about how 
other people live and eat. They live 
and eat very simply.  For instance, 
they cook over a fire not with a 
stove and an oven (or micro-
wave).  They have more skills to 
help them survive.  Like they can 
operate an oxen cart or make their 
own concrete blocks.  I learned that 
the people in Haiti live very differ-
ently from us. 
  
There were a couple of very surpris-
ing things in Haiti .  One was just 
how many people live there.  In 
Port-au-Prince , there were many, 
many people.  There were also 
many people at the markets.  An-
other surprising thing was the diver-
sity of the land.  Port-au-Prince is a 
big city.  Hinche is a medium 
town.  And Jacsonville is a small 
village.  If I could go back to Haiti , 
I would.  It is an amazing place.  If I 
went again, I probably would play 
more soccer.  The kids in Jacson-
ville were very good at soccer. 
 

Reflections on Haiti  
by Lizzie Clarke 

On our trip to Haiti I learned that 
everyone is not as privileged as we 
are.  They didn’t let that bother 
them and they were content because 
that was what they were used 
to.  Even though everyone there was 
really poor and didn’t have a lot of 
stuff they were still really nice to 
everyone.  That surprised me.  You 
don’t really need to communicate to 
make friends; I made friends by just 
playing cards together.  

Port au Prince was loud, smelly, and 
had a lot of people.  The traveling 

wasn’t really that bad, the roads were 
just little bumpy. 

I liked being at the orphanage be-
cause everything seemed very peace-
ful there.  I got comfortable there and 
they had toilets and electricity so it 
was pretty easy.  In Jacsonville I 
liked being there and being in 
Gaby’s house.  I felt really welcomed 
there.  But it was dark there and hard 
not to drink out of the faucet.  I 
thought that in Jacsonville they were 
trying hard to make a good commu-
nity and have resources for every-
one.  It seemed like everyone knew 
everyone else and it was like a giant 
family.  

I was surprised that they had soup for 
breakfast.   
 
The kids were really good at soc-
cer and often played bare-
foot.  They didn’t even notice if 
they stepped on something 
pointy.  They were really happy 
to have the uniforms.  I felt good 
that we helped make them 
happy.  It was great to watch them 
put on the uniforms and get so ex-
cited. 

 
Reflections on Haiti   

by Izak Gallini-Matyas,  
Minneapolis, MN 

 
What surprised you? 
 
I was surprised at how much we take 
for granted in the United States. 
Without paved roads, it took us 7 
hours to go 100 miles. The water 
could be dangerous so it had to be 
filtered. I was surprised to find a 
clothing iron that runs on charcoal. 
You expect certain things when you 
go to Haiti but there are still many 
things which you cannot prepare for. 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Neal Describes Pictures from US to Jacsonville 4th Graders  

Jacsonville Soccer Team (+ guests) 

(Continued from page 10) 

It really sunk in when I was asked 
by a schoolchild whether my stove 
ran on wood or charcoal. In Port-au-
Prince it was very surprising to have 
so many people on the street all the 
time. Street vendors were selling 
everything from chicken to blue 
jeans. I didn’t think that bringing 
soccer jerseys would excite people 
that much but it seemed like it the 
whole village showed up to watch 
the inaugural game. I didn’t realize 
that outsiders could have such on 
effect on the lives of Haitian people 
but now it’s easy to see that every 
little thing helps. 
 
What did you learn? 
 
I learned that losing hope cannot be 
an option. Many of the people I met 
live in destitution but I don’t think 
any one of them is giving up on life. 
They are all working towards creat-
ing a better life for the next genera-
tion. They also realize that hope 
alone will not solve their problems. 
I learned that much of human inter-
action is universal. Laughter means 
the same thing everywhere, and de-
spite a significant language barrier, 
I found it easy to understand most 
of what people were trying to tell 
me. I learned that I want to go back 
very soon, not for a specific reason, 
but just because Haiti, with all of its 
problems, is an interesting and fun 
place to be.   
 
The trip home was long - one day 
driving and one day flying. But eve-
ryone made it in good spirits – and 
reasonable health. I think it was an 
important experience for all of us 
that was enhanced by being able to 
share it as family. 
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June 7               On Sunday, at 1:15 pm, GI Right Hotline counselors Steve Woolford and Lenore Yarger, will    
                          share the realities of military life  at the Richmond Friends Meeting, 4500 Kensington Avenue.  For 
                          more information, contact Betsy Brinson at 353-1711 or brinson422@comcast.net or the Richmond 
                          Peace Education Center at 232-1002 or rpec@rpec.org. 
June 13,14        Workshops entitled “Gandhi, Nonviolence, and You.”  Saturday, June 13, 10:00 am to 4:00 pm 
                          at Richmond Friends Meeting, 4500 Kensington Avenue or Sunday, June 14,  1:30 pm to 7:30 pm at 
                          Richmond Mennonite Fellowship, 7612 Wanymala Road. See p. 6 for more information. 
June 15             Deadline for nominating individuals or organizations for the 2009 Peacemaker of the            
                          Year Award. 
June 18             Membership Appreciation Dinner. At the Ginter Park Presbyterian Church, 3601 Seminary  
                          Avenue in the Fellowship Hall at 5:30. This is a FREE event. Please RSVP to Rpec@rpec.org. 
Aug. 18-19        Conflict Resolution Training for Educators. 9 am-5 pm both days. Registration required.          
                          Email rpec@rpec.org or call 232-1002 for more information or registration.   

 
This September, all sales at The Thrifty Quaker will benefit the Richmond Peace Educa-

tion Center.  Please shop at, and donate new or gently worn items to, The Thrifty Quaker, 
during that month.  They welcome donations of furniture, household items, working appli-
ances, kitchenware, books, shirts, clothing, candles, and much, much more. When you do-
nate, they provide you with a tax receipt.  They are located at: 13567 Midlothian Turnpike; 
Midlothian, Virginia 23113 and are open 9:00 am - 7:00 pm, Monday through Friday and 
9:00 am - 5:00 pm on Saturday. 

The Thrifty Quaker is a thrift store operated by Midlothian Friends Meeting.  Since 1996, 
more than $2 million in Thrifty Quaker proceeds have gone to area charities and peace or-
ganizations. 

 

Support RPEC, Clean Out Those Closets!   
September is RPEC's Thrifty Quaker Month. 

For a number of years, Midlothian Friends Meeting, a quaker meet-
ing (congregation) located along the county line between Powhatan 
and Midlothian, Virginia, had a desire to do major social outreach. 
In August of 1996, the meeting established a thrift store, The 
Thrifty Quaker, from which all proceeds (after operating expenses) 
benefit charity. Proceeds are used to provide help to: 
 
· Needy local individuals and families 
· Victims of war, violence, or disasters 
· Social and peace organizations 
· Under-privileged and oppressed groups 


