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that lasted hours, and his home life 
felt secure. 

The peace and predictability of 
home and village life were  bru-
tally interrupted in 1987, when 
men on horseback invaded, raping 
and pillaging, and taking children 
with them when they left.  Without 
allowing rest, food or drink, the 
invaders marched the children for 
days.  Many did not survive.  
When the group arrived in the 
north, they were separated and 
sold.  Seven-year-old William was 
now a slave.   

After two years of manual la-
bor, abuse and isolation, unaware 
of the fate of his family or his 
childhood playmates, unsure of 
whether his mother’s hut still ex-
isted, William escaped.  By train 
and by foot, he made his way to 
Khartoum, Sudan’s capital, hun-
dreds of miles from his home. 

In Khartoum, he spent seven 
years in a refugee camp.  It was 
there that he had his first lessons.  
He left Khartoum for Egypt, and 
from Egypt came to the United 
States, where he received political 
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A dozen years later, William is a 
trilingual college graduate living in 
Richmond,  Virginia.  He believes 
that his path to empowerment and 
peace started with this basic educa-
tion; his goal is to bring education to 
others: to students in his native vil-
lage of Aweil in South Sudan, and to 
unschooled immigrants in Rich-
mond.  William recognizes that edu-
cation can give a voice to those who 
are otherwise not heard.  It is through 
education that William learned about 
basic human rights and history, about 
peaceful resolution and his ability to 
help people; he now hopes to pass 
this knowledge on to others. 

William’s early life was far re-
moved from school of any kind.  His 
childhood began in Aweil, in a hut 
with his mother and siblings.  The 
last of 13 children, he was especially 
close to his mother, who was wid-
owed right after William’s birth.  As 
soon as he was old enough to be left 
alone, he took over the household’s 
main work: herding cows.  He recalls 
this time as carefree; after chores, 
William would join the children in 
the area in games of hide-and-seek 

William Bol Gai Deng 
by Micol Hammack 

W illiam Bol Gai Deng had never held a pen or pencil.  He had not yet been promoted to the class where the 
students sat in desks and wrote on paper.  Though he did not know the alphabet of his native language, 
Dinka, he was determined—at age 15—to learn to read his second language, Arabic.  So, with his finger in 

the sand, he traced and retraced a big Arabic alef. 

asylum and settled in Richmond.   
After two years of English as a 

Second Language classes, he began 
studying Political Science and 
Homeland Security at Virginia Com-
monwealth University, graduating 
with a double major in December 
2008.  William had not merely 
learned to read; he had discovered a 
passion for politics, for democracy 
and for understanding the world.  He 
became a voracious reader of history, 
seeking to understand and put his life 
experiences into context.  He moved 
from viewing those who terrorized 
his village as simply evil, to seeing 
the deep historical inequities of his 
homeland.  He researched Sudan’s 
political history and began to under-
stand how and why the South Suda-
nese had been neglected and abused.  
Most of all, he realized that true, last-
ing peace would be difficult to 
achieve.  And yet he believes ada-
mantly that peace in Sudan is possi-
ble, and he has begun working to-
wards it.  He also knows that peace 
in Sudan is unlikely or impossible 
without resolutions to the conflicts 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Reflections 
Adria Scharf 

Director, Richmond Peace Education Center 
      
The RPEC board of directors is undergoing a process of exploring how to 
strengthen our communications and relationships in the Richmond community. 
As part of this process, Board Member Anne-Marie McCartan interviewed Di-
rector Adria Scharf earlier this year about how RPEC communicates its social 
justice values. 
 
McCartan: What are RPEC’s values?  
Scharf:  RPEC’s “Vision Statement” (http://www.rpec.org/mission.php) is a 
statement of values. It says that the Richmond Peace Education Center works 
to build a community that resolves conflicts nonviolently, shares economic and 
political power equitably, and empowers all individuals to live full and abun-
dant lives, among other things. Those goals—sharing power and empowering 
one another—reflect our social justice values. 
 
Many know RPEC as a peace organization. We are a peace and justice organi-
zation. We view peace and justice as being mutually dependent and reinforc-
ing. Many of our programs take that assumption as a starting point.   
 
For example, consider how we approach the problem of community violence. 
On the one hand, we give community members concrete tools for resolving 
and defusing conflict peacefully in their own lives and communities, through 
nonviolent conflict resolution programs. On the other hand, we are also work-
ing to educate about the deeper roots of community violence.  We know that to 
really reduce community conflict and build a more peaceful region in the long-
term, we must also address deeper inequities like concentrated poverty. 
RPEC’s Racial Justice in Richmond workshop looks at the inequalities we see 
here in our region and discusses Richmond’s history to help participants under-
stand where we are today. We also talk about the linkages between racism and 
violence, and encourage participants to take action. These two strategies—
equipping people with conflict resolution tools and educating for justice, are 
complements and reinforce one another. 
 
In our global peace work we also draw connections between issues of war and 
militarism, and social justice. We need to be raising these questions: How can 
we defend spending billions on occupations in Iraq and Afghanistan given the 
economic crisis, and the desperate need of so many in our own communities? 
Why not take half of our military budget and use it to seriously address world 
hunger and extreme poverty?  
 
McCartan: How do you define “justice?”   
Scharf:  There are many different traditions of and definitions of justice. Their 
common roots are the notions of equality, fairness, and empowerment. At 
minimum, as a society we must establish a floor below which no one can fall – 
be that a child, a family, or a community. No group, and especially no racial or 
ethnic group, should be at a severe disadvantage relative to the rest of  the 

(Continued on page 8) 



Page 3 

RPECnews�

(Continued from page 1) 

throughout Africa. 
William knows he alone cannot 

move the world towards peace.  He 
recognizes that he cannot change 
Africa, Sudan or even his native 
village without others’ help and 
determination.  Without education, 
William could not have understood 
the problems that Sudan and Africa 
face, and without widespread un-
derstanding, solutions are impossi-
ble.  He is determined to use edu-
cation to create a new generation 
that will move towards peaceful 
resolution and fair leadership.  For 
this to happen, educational oppor-
tunities must be available to all. 

William first identified the chil-
dren of his hometown, Aweil, as 
needing such opportunities.  He 
founded the Southern Sudan Pro-
ject (southernsudanproject.org; 
website under construction), a not-
for-profit organization that is rais-
ing money to build the first high 
school in Aweil.  “Education will 
liberate people’s minds,” explains 
William, “The people there, the 
kids there, currently do not know 
that they have rights or duties to 
others.  We want to teach them 
about the world and about Sudan 
and about what they can do to 
bring leadership and peace.”   

Peace requires stability, and 
William hopes that this school will 
be able to educate future teachers, 
nurses, and engineers.  Currently, 
there are no native Dinka in pro-
fessional positions there, and Wil-
liam thinks that this sends the mes-
sage that the problems of the area 
have to be solved—if they are 
solved at all—by outsiders, by for-
eigners.  He hopes that, when the 
medical and educational needs of 
the area can be provided by locals, 

the Dinka tribe and South Sudan 
will be empowered and able to ad-
dress the neglect and powerlessness 
of their homeland.  William’s 
dreams for the school children are 
big: “Sudan is the biggest country in 
Africa.  If we can teach them, we 
can affect so many countries 
around, too.” 

Education and empowerment are 
just one step towards political re-
form.  William considers democ-
racy throughout Africa a crucial 
goal.  “Without Sudan, it would be 
very hard.  America can’t do it.  
Europe can’t do it.  But we can.”  
He knows that educating the chil-
dren of Aweil is only a first step to-
ward stability and an understanding 
of what democratic leadership can 
do. 

William is passionate about 
bringing education to impoverished 
South Sudan, but he also sees a 
need for additional opportunities 
here in Richmond.  Fulfilling this 
need, he envisions, will ultimately 
help bring the nations of Africa and 
the Middle East together. To this 
end, he organized a school in Rich-
mond that offers classes on English, 
computer literacy and basic skills to 
immigrants: Total Access Prepara-
tory Academy (TAPA).    

William originally envisioned 
TAPA as a school for South Suda-
nese women.  He explains his moti-
vation: “If you teach the women, 
you teach the kids.  If you teach the 
kids, they will become the leaders 
and spread education and ideas of 
equality and fairness.”  William has 
worked hard to make the school a 
success, providing transportation 
and childcare for the women, most 
of whom were illiterate.  The school 
soon expanded.  South Sudanese 
men joined the classes, then other 
African immigrants, and finally im-
migrants from many countries.  
Now there are over 50 students 

from nine African countries and 
the Middle East.   

William exuberantly describes 
the students: “When I look at them, 
they are amazing.  They are learn-
ing so fast and so much.  Most of 
them thought they couldn’t learn to 
read and now...  They know how to 
read and use computers, and many 
are studying for their GED.  One 
older woman even went online and 
requested to friend me on Face-
book.  Now she is connecting with 
the world: Canada, Australia, Den-
mark, Uruguay… the Sudanese 
throughout the world.”   

This is exactly what William 
hopes to see; he is providing free 
education to these immigrants so 
that they can reach out to other im-
migrant communities and to Af-
rica, to spread education.  William 
sees the school growing into a 
community center that will bring 
the community together and con-
nect immigrants with Americans.  
“I see democracy within this pro-
gram.  This is a base to spread de-
mocracy throughout Africa.  Peo-
ple from Cameroon, from Sudan 
are now seeing how they can go 
home and change the community, 
provide democracy to home.  If I 
can bring nine African countries 
together here, imagine how this 
could grow.  This education and 
the positive attitude coming from it 
could ultimately stop the violence 
at home.  There was a time when 
we would all run away from each 
other, because we had no connec-
tion, no common language.”   

        He has accomplished 
much on his own and with the help 
of volunteers.  His organization 
now owns the land on which the 
school in Sudan will be built.  Ar-
chitectural plans are underway.  In 
Richmond, TAPA classes meet 
evenings and weekends in space 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Conflict Resolution 

Training Team News 
 
Over the past two months, RPEC 
has presented several conflict   
resolution workshop sessions.  
These have included trainings for   
staff at Amelia Street, Thirteen 
Acres and Real Schools, and a   
workshop at the 5th Indigenous 
Women's Conference at Williams-
burg.    
 
Teen conflict resolution trainers 
have helped present a number of 
the workshops, including a session 
for about 160 Jewish teens from 
the mid-Atlantic region who were 
here for a weekend conference 
hosted by congregations Or-Ami 
and Beth Ahabah.  Our teens have 
also offered or will soon offer 
workshops for children and youth 
at Winchester  Greens Community 
Center, and All Saints, Saint Ed-
wards/Epiphany, and St. Bridget’s 
Catholic schools. 
 
Thanks in part to the vigorous ef-
forts of RPEC Board member 
Santa Sorenson, more conflict 
resolution workshops are already 
scheduled for the new year. Any-
one interested in scheduling a con-
flict resolution workshop for their 
school, congregation or workplace 
should contact the peace   
center at rpec@rpec.org. 
 

Recent Events 
 
Jerusalem Women Speak 

 
Jerusalem Women Speak was held 
at the University of Richmond on 
October 8. The speakers were part 
of the national Partners for Peace 
speaking tour. The forum was 
meant to bring the women’s first 
person stories about their work to 
promote peace and end occupation 
to the Richmond community. We 
have gotten a remarkably mixed re-
sponse from the event. Some audi-
ence members were thankful that 
we addressed the issue. Some atten-
dees, on the other hand, have con-
veyed that the event was biased and 
anti-Israel. Discussing this polarized 
part of the world is exceedingly 
challenging. We will continue to 
find ways to educate the community 
about nonviolent solutions to war 
and occupation in this and other 
parts of the world, and will continue 
to try to engage the Richmond com-
munity to work to end the cycle of 
violence.   
  

Teach In 
 
RPEC co-sponsored a teach-in 
about Afghanistan and Iran on Oct. 
17, together with the Richmond De-
fenders for Freedom Justice and 
Equality. The Japanese television 
station NHK, which is the Japanese 
equivalent of our PBS, recorded the 
presentation and plans to show an 
excerpt as part of an hour-long 
documentary about Obama’s first 
year. There were 28 people in atten-

dance. Larry Syverson (a member 
of Military Families Speak Out, 
whose son Branden is stationed in 
Afghanistan) and Phil Wilayto (of 
the Richmond Defenders) spoke. 
Ana Edwards and Adria Scharf 
moderated.  
 

Rethink Afghanistan 
 
RPEC screened the documentary 
Rethink Afghanistan October 28 at 
VCU, in an event cosponsored 
with Network for Spiritual Pro-
gressives and the VCU School of 
Religious Studies. About 65 people 
attended, and a lively discussion 
followed the screening. Several 
members of the VCU Afghan Stu-
dent Association participated, 
along with other students and 
members of the public.  This was a 
first step toward advancing discus-
sion about Afghanistan.  
 

Restorative Justice  
Conference 

 
On November 10 a day-long con-
ference on “Restorative Justice” 
was held at the Virginia Holocaust 
Museum. RPEC was one of 14 dif-
ferent organizations to co-sponsor 
it. The lead organizer was the Re-
storative Justice Association of 
Virginia. It was a well organized 
and well attended event, with pan-
els focused on alternatives to the 
“get tough on crime” paradigm.  
This issue overlaps in important 
ways with a number of our pro-
gram priorities, including youth, 
racial justice, and conflict resolu-
tion.  

(Continued on page 5) 
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Eyes Wide Open-Virginia     
           in Norfolk 
          by Shenneca Power 
 
Veteran’s Day, November 11, 
2009, was a day of reflection at 
Towne Point Park in Norfolk, Vir-
ginia. Norfolk Offbase sponsored 
The Eyes Wide Open Virginia ex-
hibit to honor the lives of fallen 
soldiers in the Iraq War, while rais-
ing awareness about the unfortu-
nate consequences of this costly 
war in our local community. Veter-
ans and their families, along with 
local civilians, gathered to com-
memorate the lives of their lost 
comrades. Peace activist and mem-
ber of Norfolk Offbase Michael S. 
Berg described the day this way: 
“Our event yesterday was bitter-
sweet. Eyes Wide Open has a very 
powerful visual affect on people.” 
 
Regardless of harsh weather condi-
tions, many visitors, young and 
old, came to pay tribute. A bell 

was tolled after the reading of each 
name, a ceremony which began at 
9:30 that morning. More than 200 
fallen soldiers in Iraq, including 25 
from the War in Afghanistan, were 
all recognized at candle light. 
While weather conditions wors-
ened, and wind gusts reached 
nearly 50 mph, this did not dis-
courage the guests who came. Mi-
chael Berg states, “We had during 
the course of our day 50 to 75 visi-
tors, who braved the flood and 
storm. Amongst them were all 
three plus major TV networks.” 
Although 
they were forced to shut down as 
floodgates closed at 2:00 PM, the 
exhibit succeeded in once again 
simultaneously honoring fallen sol-
diers and revealing the tremendous 
cost of war to the state of Virginia. 
 
Facilitators Tom Palumbo and Mi-
chael S. Berg made this program a 
triumph despite the natural circum-
stances. Both are veterans who 
have experienced the tragic impact 
of war first hand, and as a result 

have dedicated their lives to the 
struggle for peace. Tom Palumbo 
founded the Norfolk Offbase, 
a peace oriented community center 
that serves both G.I.’s and the pub-
lic. Both were moved by Eyes 
Wide Open exhibits they had seen 
in recent years and were inspired 
to hold one in Norfolk. Michael 
Berg states, “In 2007 I moved to 
Norfolk, Virginia. I quickly made 
contact with two people I had met 
in jails after having practiced civil 
resistance. One was Tom Palumbo, 
founder of Off Base…When Tom 
told me he was thinking of getting 
the exhibit, I leapt on the opportu-
nity to make it happen.” 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
Alternatives  to Violence 

Project 
 
On the weekend of December 11-
13 RPEC is sponsoring an Alterna-
tives  to Violence Project (AVP) 
Training for Trainers at Unity of 
Richmond.  This workshop is open 
to community members who have 
taken Basic and Advanced AVP 
training. Fee $60, To register, or 
more information, contact 232-
1002 or rpec@rpec.org. 
 
Richmond Youth Peace 

Project Production 
 
The Richmond Youth Peace Pro-
ject (RYPP) is currently preparing 
for  the upcoming “Educoncert” in 
honor of the life and work of Dr. 
Martin  Luther King, Jr.  This 
year’s show will again feature tal-

(Continued on page 6) 
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ented young  people from around 
the region, performing music, 
dance, drumming,  theater and spo-
ken word.  Two performances are 
scheduled this year: 7  p.m. on 
Thursday, January 28 at the VCU 
Performing Arts Center, 922   
Park Ave., and 7 p.m. Saturday, 
January 30 at the Henrico Theater,   
305 E. Nine Mile Road, Highland 
Springs.  You don’t want to miss 
this inspiring show! 
 

Thanks to Volunteers 
 
Volunteers, including teen mem-
bers of the Richmond Youth Peace 
Project, have made important con-
tributions to the work of the Peace 
Center by volunteering at several 
events, including staffing an infor-
mation table at this year’s Second 
Street Festival and helping at the 
Annual Dinner and Auction. Thank 
you, all! 
 

Support RPEC 
 

2009 Auction Fails to 
Meet Budget Goals 

 
For the first time in over 5 years, 
our annual auction event failed to 
meet our budget goal – by a sub-
stantial margin. One obvious factor 
was a significant drop in atten-
dance from previous years. 
 
That, of course, turned out to be 
good news for those who did at-
tend, as a selection of fine quality 
items went for bargain basement 
prices.  And the lines were short 

for a delightful spread of buffet 
items.  Even the checkout went 
smoothly and quickly. 
 
Adria’s presentation of the Peace-
maker of the Year award to 
ROSMY was quite moving, and 
John Dougherty, ROSMY’s direc-
tor, was able to affirm the strong 
connection between ROSMY’s jus-
tice work and the mission of RPEC.  
Delightful background music was 
provided by harpist Ian McVoy and 
flutist Daniel Gonet.  Karen Mur-
phy, our auctioneer (and caterer), 
provided another entertaining live 
auction. 
 
The RPEC annual auction event is, 
of course a fundraising event.  But it 
is also a social event that provides 
an opportunity for peacemakers to 
gather, share stories and build the 
peace movement in Richmond. 
From that perspective it was once 
again a huge success.  

 
Thrifty Quaker Supports 

the Peace Center 

 
The Thrifty Quaker Thrift Shop, run 
by the Midlothian Friends Meeting, 
has once again made a very gener-
ous contribution to the Peace Cen-

(Continued from page 3) 

provided by VCU.   
        As a growing not-for-

profit, the organization could still 
use monetary donations for both 
projects, assistance in applying for 
grants and in web design, and vol-
unteers to support the Sudan pro-
ject. William has spoken at univer-
sities and churches throughout the 
state and is also eager to educate 
people on the struggles in Sudan 
and the need for education.  He can 
be reached at ssedfounda-
tion@gmail.com or william-
dengg@yahoo.com or (804) 218-
6360. 

Micol Hammack is an instruc-
tor at VCU who is working on a 
book with William Deng.   
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ter.  We have received the pro-
ceeds of all September sales—a 
donation of over $4,000 that will 
go to support the programs of the 
center, a substantial addition to the 
Center’s operating budget. Thanks 
to the Thrifty Quaker, and all the 
volunteers and donors who made 
this possible! 
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In recent months we have received 
several queries concerning how 
and where to dispose of worn out 
or no-longer-used household items.  
In this column we will try to pro-
vide a list of places that accept 
items that you might like to get rid 
of. 
 
So the first question is “can some-
one else use this item?”  If the an-
swer is “yes” then there are many 
thrift stores that will happily accept 
your used clothing or furniture or 
toys or just about anything.  Our 
favorite, of course, is the Thrifty 
Quaker in Midlothian, who has 
been donating the proceeds from 
one month’s sales to RPEC (over 
$4,000 in 2008 and 2009).  But 
there is also Diversity Thrift and 
many other thrift stores that might 
be more convenient. 
 
But how does one dispose of items 
that are worn out or no longer use-
able without serious repair? Or 
items that should not go to land-
fills? Here are some options: 
 
Electronic Recycling – Various 
parts of popular electronic devices 
may contain dangerous heavy met-
als, including lead, silver, barium, 
cadmium, chromium and mer-
cury. The Central Virginia Waste 
Management Authority 
(CVWMA) electronics recy-
cling program helps citizens prop-
erly dispose of unwanted equip-
ment instead of landfilling them 
where they could cause soil, water 
or air contamination. CVWMA 
provides periodic recycling events 

at various sites around the city, in 
addition to the locality specific 
drop-off recycling sites in most 
counties. This is spelled out in de-
tail at the CVWMA website  www.
cvwma.com  There are fees for 
some items such as TV’s. 
There are also a number of pro-
grams for certain items: 
 
·     Reconnect,  sponsored by 
Dell and Goodwill Industries— 
This is a  residential computer re-
cycling program that offers you an 
easy, convenient and responsible 
way to recycle your used computer 
equipment. You can drop off any 
brand of used equipment at partici-
pating Goodwill donation centers 
in your area. It's free, and you'll get 
a receipt for tax purposes. Recon-
nect accepts any brand of used 
computer equipment in any condi-
tion. They also accept just about 
anything that can be connected to a 
computer. Go to: reconnectpartner-
ship.com/.  
 
·     Compact Fluorescent Bulbs – 
Replacing incandescent bulbs with 
compact fluorescent bulbs is one 
way for Virginians to reduce their 
energy consumption, reduce pollu-
tion and save money. A CFL uses 
80% less electricity than an incan-
descent bulb. And while initially 
CFLs are more expensive than the 
traditional light bulb, they can save 
a significant amount of money 
over time because they last so 
much longer. One of the main con-
cerns with CFL usage is the mer-
cury they contain. A CFL does 

contain about 4mg of mercury, but 
actually prevents more than 7.5mg 
of mercury from being produced 
by emissions from power genera-
tion. Home Depot stores takes 
CFLs back for free. Take your 
bulbs back to the Customer Service 
desk. 
 
·     Out-of-date medications –  
It is generally not a good idea to 
keep old medications, prescription 
or otherwise, much beyond their 
expiration date. And it is no longer 
a good idea to flush them down the 
toilet as our parents did.  You can 
take these meds to your local Uk-
rop’s pharmacy and they will dis-
pose of them properly. 
 
·     Batteries –  
Alkaline batteries can be safely 
disposed in trash. Rechargeable 
and button batteries can be recy-
cled at Radio Shack and Batteries 
Plus. 
 
·     Hazardous waste –  
Old cans of paint or stain and other 
liquid products that are oil-based 
should not be put in your garbage 
cans which go to a landfill. Most 
localities have a hazardous waste 
disposal site. Again, you can go to 
the Recycling Wizard at the 
CVWMA website to find out how 
to handle most items. Go to: /
www.cvwma.com/
recycling_wizard.wbp   
 
So that’s our list. Most of the in-
formation came from the CVWMA 
website. 
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ONGOING 
 
Every Sunday               Food Not Bombs Richmond- Meal Sharing, 4:00 p.m. in Monroe Park. contact 359-        
                                       4880 for details. 
Every 3rd Wed.             Amnesty International, �University of Richmond campus. Contact Ray Hilliard at 289-8289. 
Every Thursday            Richmond Organization for  Sexual Minority Youth (ROSMY), 7:00-9:00 p.m.. Call 
support                           line 353-2077 for more information; 353-1699 for the administrative line. 
Every 3rd Saturday      Equality Virginia, 12:00 noon at the office. A political advocacy group working towards 
equal                              rights for lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender citizens of Virginia. Open to the public.   
                                       Contact number is 643-4816. 
Every 4th Saturday      Pax Christi Peace Community  - Call Paula Powdermaker for details - 355-7395. 
Every 2nd Saturday     Walk for Peace - 9:00 a.m.- 10:00 a.m.. Meet at the Boulevard entrance of the Virginia  
                                       Museum. Wear black. 
 
COMING UP 
 
Dec. 11-13        Alternatives  to Violence Project (AVP) Training for Trainers at Unity of Richmond. See p. 5 for info. 
Dec. 17             Maggie Walker School Board meeting , at which the school administration will outline its plan to  
                          address the recommendation in the recent UVA study, 9 a.m. 

 
Generation Dream 2010 Youth Educoncert   

Jan. 28              VCU Performing Arts Center, 922 Park Ave. 7 p.m.,  
Jan. 30              Henrico Theater, 305 E. Nine Mile Road, Highland Springs, VA, 7 p.m.  

(Continued from page 2) 

population. Other aspects of justice 
are legal fairness and political en-
franchisement. All of these are 
necessary parts of a more just com-
munity. At bottom, it’s the very 
basic idea that we have a moral ob-
ligation toward,  and are in rela-
tionship to, all  members of our 
society. I realize that that idea cuts 
against the cultural grain.   
 
McCartan:  Is peace an outcome of 
a just society?  
Scharf:  Yes, peace is an outcome. 
But the relationship is more circu-
lar than that. Peace is an input as 
well as an output.   
 
For example, RPEC believes in 
using peaceful means to advance 
our ends. As community members 
trying to build a more just society, 
we use peaceful methods to 
achieve that.  We care about means 

Reflections (Cont.) 
and ends.  That means that as we 
are challenging the system we are 
conscious about recognizing the 
humanity of those who disagree 
with us. We work to avoid exacer-
bating the cycle of anger and vio-
lence in the course of our social 
change work. That doesn’t mean 
being wishy washy. A nonviolent 
approach must directly challenge 
injustice and systems of oppres-
sion. But we always aim to do so 
through nonviolent means.  
 
McCartan: How does RPEC re-
flect the diversity of the commu-
nity? 
Scharf:   One of our top priorities 
is to serve and partner with diverse 
communities. We would like to 
increase the diversity of our 
“membership list.” Many of our 
programs are working with diverse 
communities—especially our 
youth, conflict resolution, and ra-

cial justice programs. My goal is to 
bring the groups—program partici-
pants of color and RPEC member-
ship—closer together, to mix them 
up.  The question is: how do we 
engage and bring more of our pro-
gram participants into RPEC, and 
invite deeper participation and 
leadership, better? We also want to 
maintain a strong commitment to 
board diversity. And we need to 
continue to build relationships 
across lines of race, culture, and 
class, with other groups and com-
munity leaders. We are working to 
build up RPEC’s capacity to act in 
solidarity across lines of race and 
difference on issues of concern to 
diverse communities.  
 
McCartan:  Thank you for sharing 
your thoughts, Adria.  Speaking on 
behalf of all RPEC members, we 
feel fortunate to have you as our 
director. 
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Adria Scharf presents  the Peacemaker of the Year award to 
John Dougherty, Director of ROSMY. 

Harpist Ian McVoy  

Flutist Daniel Gonet 

Auctioneer Karen Murphy  
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Buffet, Yummy! 

Preparing food for the buffet 

Registration 
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Volunteers 
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Live auction items—Peacock Silent auction items 

Belly up to the bar 
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